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Hoſoever defiresthis corall- change of our 

þ ſent Government, defires ut either —_ 
Wag conceit that is anlawfull , or inconvenient. 
7 To bot cheſe; 1 ſhall ay : To 
the firſt,” being able co, make no ſuch argu- 
ments to prove irfo'my felf, as 1 conceive. likely to. be made 
within the walls'of fo wiſe. a Houſe, - I can-make no anſwer 
ro them, till T hear chem from ſome other 3 which then ( if 
they” perſyvade me not”). by the: [berry of-a .Commirree, I 
ſhall do, ''Bur this i in generall. | In the mean time , 1 ſhall 


fay, 'thir rhe ground o* this government of Epiſcopacy, be- 


ng ſo ancient, and ſo generall , {0 -wncontradifted in the 
firſt and beſt rimes ,- that our moſt laborious Antiquaries.can 
find no Nation, no Ciry, no Church, 'nor Howſes under any 
o hr ; thar our firft Ecclefiaſticall Authors rell us , that che 


Apoſtles not onely allow'd bur founded Biſhops (ſo thaurhe 
A 2 tradition 


elſe ancient, $+ : geverall 8 
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ſhorr a rime ave bacoime fo Catbolique. : 

To the ſecond, this I ard 6 c Lark this Gronmins there 
is 11 #n convenience which nor ny | 2q 
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Aion of R:ick nes 


(borh which we ah} Ad, inf Gay F hoe we ſhall; ;) yer 


the fearſunk inco gra this ys he ow er andrhe expz&1- 

tiog ofa I ci offes- Y r1- 
2rs, thir? or 50th A oy nine rt 
Nex 1 ſay, chat if ſome inconvenience d arſon + in 


this, ye: fince it may alſ6 appeaty « char the. 

grearer, . fs thoſe => Ho 65 OE = 

ences onely , tht rhey W1 r opinions ,; der 

be whar is robe hid inthe ocher ballanoe, which Twill en- 
vour, 

The inconveniences of the change are double , fois hx 
it ſhould be yer done, others,” that ir: ſhould be acall done. - 
The firſt agnn, Yolo: 1. Becauſe we hive not- done what 
We ould do firſt ; and 2. Becauſe -ochers have not:done 
what they ſhould do firſt; Thar which we ſhould do firll, 
I5, to agree of a ſucceeding Form of Government, that eve- 
ry man, when he oives his Vote to the. deftru&ion -of this, 
may be ſure thar = deſtroyz not chat , which he likes berrer 
than chic which ſhall ſucceed ir. 'T conceive no man will ar 
this rime give this Vore, who doth nor believe this'Govern- 
ment to be the worſt chat can poſſibly be -deviſed; and for 
myparr, if this be thus propoſterouſly done,and we left in this 
blind uncertainty ( whar ſhall become of us!) I ſhall hot 

onely 
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dents for life « and the meer word Bi I ſuppoſe, is no 
man's aime to deſtroy, nor nomm's aim to defend, 
Next, Sir, 1 amof opinion, chit weft. men deſire * nor *S7* the Col-, 
chis change; -or elſe I SE CT IPONE. German Fa Bas: 
great change. in-men. Severall Peritions. indeed de. Epiſcopacy 3 
: knowing how concern'd and how-uniced thar par. printed for - 
x te how few would be wanting to ſo good 2 work, even Will. Shears, 
e hands which value their number ro ochers, are an ar- 
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un; caſes wherein their { were. 
unknown. yer truly if I knew rhe opinion of the major 


part 'of my Town, I doubc whether it were the DR 


Infidel, This b:10ngs in, ſome analogy to us ; and rruly, Sir; 
we provide ill for our Fatmly-(che Common-wealth ) if we 
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F-om the hurt of the Learned 1 come to that of Learn- 
ins ; an{defire you to conſider , whether, when all confide- 
ri1bl2 munrenance ſhall b2 reduced ro'cure of 'Souls, all 
ſtudies, will no: be reduced” to thoſe: which are in:order-ro 
Preaching ; th> Arts and Languages, and even eminent 
$kill in Controverſies ( ro which pie leaſure and. great 
m22ns is required) much negle&ed, and(ro rhe joy and; gain 


of our common Adverfary, ) Symtagms , Poſtills', Cate» 
chiſms, 


id C — FIÞp : 


wa) ble wil e leſs, 
Sages Ss 


were remand or ihene, yer it ooh th 
Venignt © piety, ear. hope. of Heaven and fear of 1 Frava 
taken away. C . 
The next inconyenience, T fear, is this ; thit jf.w'e Mioild Si 
take away a Government which hath as much. ceſtimony of | 
rh2#-f anciquity to have been Fownd:d by the Apoſtles, as 
can be broughr for ſome parts of Seripevre :0 hav2; been writ- 
ten by chem, leſt rhis; ay avert ſome of er -C:.urch from 
us, and rivet ſome of the Roman Church to her ; and (15 1 re- 
member) the Apoſtle comminds us to ,be carefull; »«r 20 
£124 ſcondat ev: '« 10" theſe that are without, © Sir, It hath 
zen ſaid, that we have a better way to know Scripture th1n 
by Tradition; I_ diſpute not . this , Sir, but I know thar 
Tradition) is the only argument to Prove Scriprure to 
anochs r 


others, at le: 
chem as unlawfull-as they rhemſelves 
ether of their. opinions yer 4eft 


ind: ai 


lonie ro New Fxgland, then ir hath been' aid; this Bi 
will recall from chence. - 

I come now fromthe incoveniences df 'taking- away this 
Government, to the inconveniences of thas which ſhall ſuc- 


ceed it : and tothis I can ſpeak be by gas and proping, | 


bl 

becauſe I bave no light given me that ſhall be ;/ one- 
ly 7 hope I ſhall be excuſed for ſhooting at random , 
fince you will ſer m2 up no Butt to ſhoor at, The firſt, 1 
fear the Scorch Government will either preſently be c2- 
ken ; or if any orher ſucceed for a while, yer the unity 
and induſtry of rhoſe of that opinion in this Nation, aſſiſted 
by ch2 counſell anJ1 friendſhip of char , will ſhortly bri 
it in, if any leſſe oppoſite Government to ir be here pla 
than that of Epiſcopacy» And indeed Sir , fince any 
other Government than theirs will by no means give any 
ſarisfa&zon to their defire of uniformity 5 fince all they 

who 
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When ſome Biſhops ng boil (lou oh 
yothing { bkely 'ro be lene bf/-ihe 8 » as : 
W , conſequently to us pretence; 
this was cry'd out upon as deftrudtive to Hes Majeftie's Su- 
premicy , Who was to be confeſſed to bethe Fountain 
of Juriſdi&ion in this Kingdom. Yer to Jure divino the 
Scorch Ecclefiaſticall government pretends, To meer when 
they pleaſe , ro trezt of what they pleaſe, to excommu- 
Re _ nicate whom pleaſe, even Parti themſetves;; 
ic ſo far are they from receiving either , rules or punil 
ny Tndopendoey eeiey, ths Re aiel the Teeny 
any 1n ent authority, is agal iberr 
of the Subje&t , the Wed inft rne Right and Pri- 
vil-dge of Parliament ; and borh againſt the Proceſta- 


ck. be ſaid , that this «nlimitedneſſe and independence 
is onely in Spiricuall chings; 1 anſwer firſt, char arbicra- 
ry Government being the worſt of. Governments, and our 
Bodies being worſe than our Sowls, it will be ſtrange co 
ſer up that over theſecond, of which we were ſo impa- 
tient over the firſt, Secondly , chat M. Solicitor ſpeak- 
ing abour the Power of the Clergy, to make Canons to 


Spiritual power hath upon Temporal affairs. So char if 
our Clergy had the one , they had inclufively almoſt all 
the other. And to this I may adde, (what all men may 

" \ſee;) the vaſt Temporall power of the Pope allow'd him 
by fuch who allow it him onely in ordine ad 'Spiritua- 
| lia : for the Fable will tell you , if you make the Ls 
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am not by any 
particular intereſt fo devored, ag ro think ir ro be 
maintained, either in ion ro Apoſtohck icution'; 
or to the much defired reformation of mens lives, and re- 
ſtauration of Primitive difciptine;; or ro any Law or Pre- 
cept of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift : for chit were to 
maintain a means contrary to the end; for obedience to our 
Saviour, is the end for which Church-Governmenc is _ 
B 2 red, 
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We er Fel mit 0 ae of 
-- Ab 0 Record: of. our Savi- 


our againft 1t & Of an unrea- 


and though (which' God forbid) rhe greater part of the mul - 
ritude ſhould cry," Crwcrfie,. yacifie ; yer. our Governoars 
would be ſo full of Juſc and Courage, 45 ndtto-Bive lt v 
untill they perfectly underſtand concerning\ Eprſeopacy”y 
felf, Quid mal; fee, 1 i i 1 1 Tt 
SE CT. 3; Iſhall ſpeak-ar chs-time prlely.of dis 
of theſe three pointes :: That Epiſcopacy 1s*n14t repugy 
the government ſerled inthe Church for pesperiy 
Apoſtles. Whereof I conceive this which folldivs is; 
a demonſtration, as any thing of this nature is capable'oF, 
Thar: this Government was: received univerſally in-the' 


Church, either in the: Apoſtles-rime, . or prefently after, 1s 
ſoevident and-unqueſtionable, that the moft learned adver-- 


faries of. this Government do themſelves confefle ir. 
SECT: bh Petrus Molineus im his Book De munere paſto-. 


rali, purpoſely wricrenin defence of the Presbyrerial-govern-: 


ment, acknowledgerh : Thar: preſently after rhe . Apoſttes 


rimes, or even in their time (as Eccleſiaftical tory witneſs-: 


eth) it was ordained, Thar in every City one of the presby- 

rery ſhould be called a Biſhop, who ſhould hive pre-emi- 

nence over his Colleagues; to avoid -confufion which oft 

rimes ariſerh out of equality, 'And truely, rhis form of Go- 
vernment all Chuches every where received, | 

SECT. 5. Theodorus 'Beza in his Traft, De triplics: 

E pifee- 


15as clear: 
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other more ancient Wricers, - 


Ros for 


native, and 


v3 ous times ; Bur wemay {afely | ated Mariam, cap.” 
Ts "hich theſe rWo- learngd- Adverſaries. mary. + xp? _ Wy 
and ſec, wherber upon rbisfoundarion layd:dy'thems. ve SMy.monttared 


not_ by unan{werable'reafon xaiſe this ſupegtruQure's) ” 
6 That jeving har ncgly Government is confeſledly 


« cientand ſo Carholique, ir cannot with 'reaſon-be Y ooO] gain Blonde 
© to be'Apoſtolique. - FOTe nan 


.S ECT, 7. For ſo.great a change), a3 be -Prebby a nc | 
rerial Government -and Epileopal, could not! ly = roger 
prevailed all the world overin a lictle rime, - Had” {monies of” 
Governmenc been an aberrarton' from (or-a Corruption -0 f) thoſe who 
the Government left in the Churches by the Apoſtles ,/ 4x WY 
had been very ranges thye-ir ſhould hayp/been received in _—_ the Aow- 
any-axe Church ſo ſuddainly, 'or that-ig/{bould have, preyailed files, 
in All for many Ages after, Variaſſe debwer at error Eceleſia- 
run: quod autens apnd omnes unum- eſt, non eſt -erramnm, 
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Bae that ir 


to the queſtion ; Tomir x ” » being to 
rs Government of the Churches themſelves , and 


either by experience, or fore-ſeeing by che Spirit of 
God, the AI, which would ariſe from 


a multitude of equals , ſubſbruted Government 
inſtead of rheir own, " General cells 06 make a Law 
for a generall change, for many ages there was none,” There 
was no Chriſtian our , no coercive power over the 
Church ro enforce ir. Or if "there had been any, we know 
no force was equal ro the courage of rhe Chriftians of rhoſe 
times. Their lives were then at command (for they had not 
then learnt to fight for Chriſt) bue their obedience to any 
thing agen of ths Law was not to be commanded (for they 
had perfectly learn'e to dye for him. ) Therefore there was 
no power then to command this change ; or if there had been 
any, it had been in vain. 

SECT. 9g. Whatdevice then ſhall we ſtudy, or ro what 
fountain hall we reduce this range prerended alteration ? 
Can ic enter into our hearts to think , that all the Presbyters 
and other Chriſtians then , being the Apoſtles _— 
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ny that they were - | 
bur as meer nacurall men, yer knowing by experience how | 
hard a thing it is, even for policy arm'd with power by ma- 
ny arrempts and contrivances, and in a long time, to gain up- 
on the liberry of any le ; undoubredly we ſhall ne- 
ver entertain ſo wild an. Koth, as thar among all che 
Chriſtian Presbyreries in the World, neicher conſcience of | 
dury , nor love of liberty, nor averſenefle from pride and 
uſurpation of others over them,” ſhould prevail ſo much with * 
any one, as to e this pretended univerſal invaſion of 
the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, andche liberty of Chriſtians. 
SECT. 11. When I ſhall ſee cherefore all rhe Fables 
in the Metamorphoſis ated and prove ſtories ; when I ſhall * 
ſee all the Democracies and Ariftocracies in the World lye 
down and ſleep, and awake. into Monarclues : then” will I be- 
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